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TAGS: MARR, UK 

SUBJECT: SCHLESINGER VIEWS ON MASON: PRESS REPORTS 
REF: LONDON 15875 

1. DEFENSE SECRETARY MASON AND MUMFORD, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY, MOD, BOTH WENT OUT OF THEIR WAY TO MENTION 
DAILY TELEGRAPH PIECE DESCRIBED REFTEL DURING LUNCH 
TODAY. THEY BOTH, ON SURFACE, WERE RELATIVELY 

GOOD HUMORED AND PROFESSED SCEPTICISM ABOUT ARTICLE. 
MUMFORD, PARTICULARLY, HOWEVER, WAS CONCERNED THAT 
MASON WOULD BE HIT BY ENTIRELY DIFFERENT POSITION ON 
UK DEFENSE REVIEW THAN HAS SO FAR BEEN CONVEYED, AND 
REFERRED AS WELL TO CARRINGTON/SCHLESINGER BILATERAL LAST 
YEAR WHICH HE SAID HAD BEEN QUITE "ROCKY' 1 AND DIFFICULT. 

2. I THINK IT WOULD BE WELL FOR SECDEF TO RAISE QUES- 
TION OF TELEGRAPH ARTICLE AT OUTSET OF NEXT WEEK’S BI- 
LATERAL WITH MASON, OR, PREFERABLY, AUTHORIZE ME TO 
DELIVER ORAL OR WRITTEN MESSAGE NOTING THAT ARTICLE HAD 
BEEN BROUGHT TO HIS ATTENTION, THAT US POSITION ON 
DEFENSE REVIEW CONTINUES TO BE THAT WHICH EMBASSY HAD 
BEEN INSTRUCTED TO CONVEY IN FORMAL WRITTEN COMMENTARY, 
AND THAT ARTICLE IS WITHOUT FOUNDATION AND REGRETTED. 
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